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The nonlinear bending and buckling problems of axisymmetric three-layered sandwich shells are solved using
an incremental finite element approach. The nonlinearities considered are due to large displacements, and plastic
deformations of the facings. The sandwich construction is assumed to have identical facings and isotropic material
properties. Flexural, extensional, and shear stiffnesses of all three layers are considered. The discrete model is
obtained using a doubly curved axisymmetric shell element. An incremental variational principle is employed
to derive the element equilibrium equations. These equations contain a load correction term which gives better
accuracy and convergence. To illustrate the applicability of the method to nonlinear bending and buckling problems,
three examples are solved. The finite element solutions compare favorably with the available analytical and

experimental results.

Introduction

RECENTLY, the finite element discretization technique has
been applied to linear and nonlinear analysis of sandwich
structures.! ~3 Abel and Popov' applied the method to a linear
analysis of axisymmetric shells including the in-plane and
bending effects of the core as well as those of the facings.
Also, Monforton and Schmit, using a totally different discrete
model, solved the linear? and large displacement® problems of
soft core sandwich plates and cylinders.
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Herein, an incremental displacement formulation for the non-
linear finite element analysis of sandwich shells of revolution
with axisymmetrical loadings and boundary conditions is pre-
sented. The nonlinearities considered are due to large displace-
ments as a result of finite rotations, and plastic deformations
of facings. The incremental variational principle, including a
“load correction” term, is used to derive the element equilibrium
equations. In this derivation, a moving reference configuration
is considered ; and in the plastic range, von Mises yield criterion
together with isotropic hardening rule are used.

The discrete model is obtained using a doubly curved axi-
symmetrical shell element. The element has a three-layered sand-
wich construction with similar facings. Homogeneous and
isotropic material properties are assumed; and flexural, exten-
sional, and shear deformations of all three layers are considered.
With this formulation, monocoque shells can be analyzed by
simply assigning the same material properties to all of the
sandwich layers. However, this is not applicable in the plastic
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Fig. 1 Kinematics of incremental axisymmetric deformation of a
sandwich shell.

range where the plastic deformation of the core layer is
neglected in the present formulation.

The method is applied to investigate the nonlinear bending
and buckling behavior of axisymmetric plates and shells of
monocoque as well as sandwich construction. For postbuckling
analysis, the finite element equations are augmented to give a
positive-definite stiffness matrix in the descending branch of the
load-deflection curve. To show the capability and accuracy of
the method, the results are compared with some of the analytical
and experimental results available in the literature.

Kinematics of the Incremental Deformation

The meridional profile of the sandwich shell under con-
sideration is shown in Fig. 1. Here h, and h, designate the
thicknesses of the core and facings, respectively. The surface
curvilinear coordinates are denoted by «, and «, (not shown)
which coincide with the lines of principal curvatures in the
meridional and hoop directions, respectively. Also {,, {,, and
{5 designate the normal coordinates of the core, top, and bottom
facings with their origins at the respective middle surfaces (see
Fig. 1b). Henceforth, the subscripts 1, 2, and 3 are assigned to
the quantities associated with the core, top, and bottom facings,
respectively.

Figure 1a shows the incremental deformation characteristics
of the shell between the current configuration, C,, and a
neighboring one, C,. The quantities u,°, and w are, respectively,
the incremental meridional and transverse displacements of a
generic point P located on the middle surface of the shell in
C,. As shown, the deformed cross sections do not remain normal
to the tangent to the middle surface of the shell. Denoting the
rotations of the cross section of the layers by f, and that of
the tangent to the middle surface by y, the following relation
holds:

Be=u+y k=123 (1)
in which y,, y,, and y; are the incremental shear strains in the
core, top, and bottom facings, respectively. As the two facings
are assumed to be identical, y, =y, and §, = ;. Following
Abel,! y, are assumed to be constant in each layer. This results
in a discontinuity of shear deformations in the interfaces. The

difference is accounted for by the warpage of the cross section -

y defined as

Y=Y 2)
where y, =y, and y, = 9, = 75.
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Neglecting the normal deformations in the thickness direction,
the incremental displacement field can be written as

o, &) = “k0(9‘1)+ o Bilory) (3a-¢)
wilog, &) = wloy), k=123 (3d-f)

Here u,°, u,°, and u,° denote the meridional displacements of
the middle surfaces of the core, top and bottom facings, re-
spectively. By imposing the continuity of the meridional displace-
ments at the interfaces, it can be shown that
“20(“1): u10(a1)+%[hcﬂ1(°‘1)+hfﬁz(oh)] (4a)
“30(‘11): ulo(al)_%[hcﬁ1(9‘1)+hfB3(0‘1):| (4b)
Following Novozhilov,' the nonlinear incremental strain-
displacement relations including the effects of transverse shear
deformations of an axisymmetric monocoque shell are derived in
Appendix A. Introducing Egs. (1) and (3) into Egs. (A3, A4,
and A6) of Appendix A, the incremental strain-displacement
relations in each layer of the sandwich shell are obtained. In
this derivation the continuity of the linear and nonlinear com-
ponents of the extensional strains at the interfaces of the layers is
maintained. The resulting relations can be written as

(er1de = (e H 01y (5a)
(€220 = (€220 + 22k k=123 (5b)
(2e13) = 2e3)+ (2013, (5¢)

where ¢, and ¢,, are, respectively, the extensional strains in the
meridional and hoop direction, and ¢, is the transverse shear
strain. In Eqgs. (5) for each kth layer

(er = (e "%+ Gl (6a)

(€220 = (€22 "%+ ulkan ) (6b)

(2e,3) = (2e,3%, (6¢)
are the linear components, and

1y = (’1110)k+€vk("'112)k (7a)

(220 = (122 2% + Sy ) (7b)

2730 = 2713 (7c)

are the nonlinear components of the incremental strain tensor.
In Egs. (6), fork =1

e’ =ey, (8a)
¢22° = ey k (8b)
2e3° =7y, (8¢)
and fork=2,3
e1,° = e, Hd2) (K A F Ky Fr K (8d)
€320 = €5, (d/2) (15 F P g T Ko ) (8e)
2e,3° =, (8f)

are the linear components of incremental strains in the middle
surfaces of core and facings, respectively, and

Kigh =Rt (9a)

Koo' =Ky +hy for k=1 (9b)
and

K111=K1X+K1f (9¢)

Kyp' =Ky +n,, for k=23 (9d)

are the linear components of incremental curvature changes in
core and facings, respectively. In Egs. (7), for k = 1

n,° = %(e1c2+}52) (10a)
13,0 = %‘ezc)z (10b)
2n13° = (X +7)eq. (10c)

and for k = 2,3
n0 = %(elcz+X2)i(d/2)(K1x+rcK1c+er1_f)elci
(d/AR )G —r v 2—rpyY)  (10d)
Ser 2 1 (d2) Ky + F oKyt Ty Ko p)ea Fd/ar)r (47" +
rox+7y,]sing (10e)
2n15° = (1 +7, ey, (10f)

0
M2z

I
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Fig. 2 Doubly curved shell element.

are the nonlinear components of incremental strains in the
middle surfaces of core and facings, respectively, and for k = 1,

Kt = (bR e+ (2R )02 =77 (11a)

Kap® = Ky Ky )es,— (1/2P) (2 +7,) sin ¢ (11b)
and for k = 2,3

Ky 2= (Kot ny e+ (2R ) —v,7) (11c)

Kap® = Ky Kap)es—(1/20) (1 +7,)sin & (11d)

are the nonlinear components of the incremental curvature
changes in core and facings, respectively. The quantities appear-
ing in Eqs. (8-11) are defined as
e, =du,°/ds+w/R,; e, = (1/r}{u,° cos ¢+ wsin ¢)
K, =dy/ds; Ky.=(/r)cos¢; yx=u,"/R,—dw/ds
Kio=dy /ds; Ky =(y/ricos¢; w,,=dyjds;

Koy = (yy/r)cos¢

ro=hJd; r,=hy/d; r=R,sing; ds=R,d¢

where R, and R, are the principal radii of curvature, s is the
arc length, and ¢ is the coordinate angle in the meridional

direction (see Fig. 1). The sign convention for the increments
of displacements and rotations are shown in Fig. 1.

Incremental Constitutive Relations

Consistent with the formulation of the problem under con-
sideration, the constitutive equations are written for an incre-
mental step between configurations C, and C,. In view of the
application of these equations in the subsequent derivation of
equilibrium equations, it is imperative to use the Piola sym-
metric stress tensor, s;;. as the measure of incremental stresses.
This stress is defined in terms of the unit area and the co-
ordinates of the reference configuration, C,. Furthermore, the
derivation is subject to the following assumptions: 1) deforma-
tions (strains) are infinitesimal, but rotations are finite; 2) the
core material is elastic; 3) in the inelastic range for the facings,
a) the plastic flow is governed by von Mises yield criterion
and isotropic hardening rule, and b) shear stresses have
negligible effect on the plastic behavior of the facings.

In Appendix B an incremental elastic-plastic constitutive
relation for a three-dimensional homogeneous body is derived
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using Cartesian tensors. Introducing the appropriate physical
components of the stresses, strains, and metric tensors of the
shell surface coordinates into Egs. (B11) and (B12) of Appendix B,
the required constitutive relations are obtained.* For the case
of generalized plane-stress, the result can be written as

sii] =[Ci Gy O €11
S0 =1Cy Cyy O €55 k=123 (12)
sise=1| 0 0 Cisle(2613)«
where
A%E A
(C )={f~[p+(1—p)S 2]}; (C )={a-G}
11k B O 2 . 13k B(,

B’E
(Cooh = {Xﬁ [P+(1_P)S12]}

k
and

E
(Ciah=(Cyy )= {AB Q [va(l—p)Sle]}
k

In these equations, for each layer (designation k is deleted):
a = shear correction factor; p = E/E; Q = (1—v})p+(1—p)x
(S,24+2v8,5,+8,%); A= (1+2%, )% B=(1+2%,,)"% S, =
(A/B)[(1y;—3'13,)/6]; S, = (B/A[('13,~3"1,,)/6]; and & =
(‘72— 'ty Y105+ 11,,9)Y? where E and E, are Young’s and
tangent moduli, respectively, G is the shear modulus, v is the
Poisson’s ratio, lrw and 181‘,; are, respectively, Cauchy stress
and Lagrangian strain tensors in C,, and & is the so-called
effective stress. Note that by specifying p = 1, the stress-strain
relations in Eq. (12) degenerate into the corresponding elastic
constitutive relations. In the subsequent derivations, consistent
with the assumption (2), p is set equal to 1 for the core layer
k=1).

Finite Element Formulation
Element Characteristics

For discretizing the shell geometry, a doubly curved axi-
symmetric ring element is used. This was first developed by
Khojasteh-Bakht,® and was later modified in Ref 6. The
meridional profile and the local coordinates, (£, ), of the element
under consideration are shown in Fig. 2. Note that the abcissa
is divided by the cord length, I, resulting in 0= ¢ < 1. The
cap element, shown in Fig, 2b, is used for the top of the closed
shells; and the frustum elements, shown in Fig. 2a, are used
elsewhere. At the end nodal points, i and j, the positions and
slopes of the middle surfaces of these elements match with
those of a given shell. Thus, the shape of the middle surface
of an element, in meridional direction, is given by

n=<&(1-Nay+axd) (13)

where a, = tanw;, a, = —(lang,+tane;), and the angle « is
defined in Fig. 2a.

Element Displacement Pattern

In terms of element local coordinates, the following displace-
ment model is assumed for a frustum element, Fig. 2a

uy = o a8+ a8t 8

Uy = ot + ol + 0,83+ o, ¢3

Vo= dg+ayof+oy, &2

Vp = o togad+ugél
where 4, and u, are components of incremental displacements
of the middle surface of the element in the directions of ¢ and
1, respectively; y, and y, are the incremental shear strains in
core and facings, respectively; o, and «,..... o, are the
generalized coordinates. As shown in Fig. 3, ten degrees of
freedom at the modes i and j are the external DOF: and
four DOF at the internal nodes m, n, and k are the internal

DOF. At each node, i and j, the external DOF consist of two
displacements u; and u,, one rotation y, and two shear ‘strains

(14a-d)
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Fig. 3 Internal and
external DOF.

7. and y,. The internal DOF consist of two displacements u™,
and u*,, respectively, at nodes m and k, and two shear strains
7. and y," at node n. The locations of the internal nodes are
shown in Fig. 3. The following relations hold between the new
variables (u,, u,) and the displacement components (u, w)
U =1, COSc+uU,Ssinu
e (15a-b)
W= —u;SINx+ U, COS%

Because of axisymmetric deformation, the displacement com-
ponent u, the shearing deformations 7, and y,, and the rotation
7 must vanish at the top node of the cap element, Fig. 2b. By
imposing these conditions, the displacement model in Eq. (14)
is specialized for the cap element,* and is given by

Uy = —u3008 Wt o, &+ &+ 2,83
U, = aysin'W+ o, tan o, & + o, E2 + 0,83 {16a—d)
Ve =2yl + oy, €% Yr= 238+ ay,E

For subsequent use the matrix representation of the displace-

ment models, Egs. (14) and (16), can be recast as

)} =[SO {x} (17)
where
{u(O)}" = u (OO E)y AE)»
{3‘}"- = {0y, 0pn e, Oy g0
and

[¢(é)]r = [¢ul¢ul¢x ¢c ¢f]
are the displacement functions which except for ¢, are given
in Egs. (14) and (16), and ¢, is obtained by using Eq. (15)
to express y in the following form:

% = (cos? a/D{(du, /dE) tan o — du,/dE]

Equilibrium Equations

The element equilibrium conditions can be stated in the
variational form of an incremental expression of virtual work.
This expression is derived by obtaining the difference between the
virtual work expressions of the deformed bodies in con-
figurations C, and C,, written with reference to current con-
figuration C,. On this basis, the required variational equation
has been originally derived in Ref. 7, and has been later modified
to include a load correction term for better accuracy and con-
vergence.*® Neglecting the contribution of the body forces, the
linearized form of this expression is given by

R4+ f,0{ul"{thda=[,o{n}"{*c}dv+[,00e}"{s}dv (18)
where J is a variational operator, and R, is the correction or
residual loading term given by

R, =J,0{u}"{'t} da—J,o{e}"{*t} dv (19)
In applying Eq. (18) to derive the element equilibrium equations,
the quantities appearing in Egs. (18) and (19) are defined as
follows :
{u}'l. = <“1“2X?c?/>r {‘-’}T = <{"}1T{"}2T{"}3T>
I =< b
where according to Egs. (6) and (7) {¢},” = {e,,¢,22¢,3);. and
b = imaa2nsne k=123
{s}" = sh sk (sl el = ey ey s
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where

{sh' = (5115225130
are components of the incremental Piola stress tensor, and
{1t =gyttt k=123

are components of the Cauchy stress tensor as defined previously.
Furthermore, {t} denotes the increments of surface tractions
measured per unit area a. {'t} denotes the vector of surface
tractions in C, measured per unit area g, and a and v stand
for the boundary area and volume of an element in current
configuration, respectively.

Utilizing the element displacement model in Eq. (17) together
with the kinematical and constitutive equations (5-12), the
expression (18) is integrated numerically to yield

5{o}{Q} = 6{od" [k, +k,]{or} (20)

o} {0} = J o{w}" {*1+1} da—J,8{e}" {'t} dv
e} [k, o = §,8{e} " {s} dv
o{a} T} o) = J,0{n}"{<} dv
Since 6{} are arbitrary variational quantities, they can be deleted
from both sides of Eq. (20) to give

{0} = [k, Tk,] {2] 2y

14x1 14x 14 lgxl

where

which is the element equilibrium equation in terms of generalized
coordinates. Here, {Q} is the load vector, [k,] and [k ] are,
respectively, the ordinary and geometric stiffness matrices. Prior
to assemblage, relations such as Eq. (21) should be expressed in
terms of some global coordinates according to the following

transformation rule
V=
af = |T] {r 22
1{4 le I[lx]]zl Ig x}l ( )
where [T] is a linear transformation matrix, and {r} is the
element nodal degrees of freedom in terms of global coordinates.
For example, in terms of spherical surface coordinates, {r} can
be written as

(e} = Qi wwiny vy ey (23)

and matrix [ T} follows from relations (15) and (17). In Eq. (23),
Iy = %+ h+v,hp)/disthe rotation of the tangent to the middle
surface due to bending.!

By imposing the continuity of u, w, 7, and , at the interelement
boundaries, the element force-displacement relations in global
coordinates are assembled to obtain the structural equilibrium
equations

[K){rj = {R} (24)
where [ K] and {R} are the structural stiffness matrix and load
vector, respectively. After imposing the boundary conditions,
Egs. (24) are solved for the incremental displacements {r}. Then
using the preceding kinematical and constitutive relations, the
incremental strains and stresses are calculated and the solution
continues with the next load increment.

Postbuckling Analysis

Perhaps the most significant application of the present non-
linear analysis is for the solution of the buckling problems. For
such problems, it is often of practical value to determine the
postbuckling behavior of the system. Unlike flat plates, the
buckling of shells coincides with a sudden failure accompanied
by a large decrease in the load carrying capacity. From an
analytical point of view, this means that the descending branch
of the load-deflection curve, in the postbuckling region, is
characterized by an indefinite stiffness matrix. Therefore, to be
able to apply Egs. (24) in these situations, a special numerical
technique must be adopted. Here the method used is based on
the idéa of augmenting the structure so that the resulting stiffness
matrix becomes positive-definite in the postbuckling region.
This technique was used in Ref. 9 to solve the buckling problem
of frames. Recently, it has been generalized to apply to any
structure under arbitrary loading.*®
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Fig. 4 Center deflections of the circular plates.

According to this method, the structure under consideration is
augmented by providing a number of fictitious springs under
the loaded degrees of freedom. The stiffness matrix of the
augmented structure is then computed and used in Egs. (24)
to obtain the displacements of the actual structure. It has been
shown®* that the above stiffness matrix can be obtained by
superposing the following matrix of rank one on the structural
stiffness matrix K

(K] =(c/s>){R}{R}" (23)
where ¢ is the given stiffness of a fictitious elastic spring, {R}

is the structural load vector, and o is the norm of vector {R}.
Hence, the augmented equilibrium equations can be written as

[K+KJ{r} = {R} (26)
Note, that, substituting Eq. (25) into Eq. (26) yields
[K]{r} = A{R} (27)
where A i$ a scalar load factor given by
A = 1—(c/a®){R}" {r} (28)

which can be computed once Egs. (26) are solved for {r}. If a
proper choice for the value of ¢ is made so that [K+K ]
remains positive-definite throughout the range of analysis,
0 < A <1 on the ascending branch, and —1 <A <0 on the
descending branch of the load-deflection curve. For further
discussion on this subject see Refs. 4 and 8.

Numerical Examples

Based on the foregoing formulation, a computer program
was written for the solution of some numerical problems. The
structures considered include circular plates and spherical caps
with homogeneous and sandwich construction. The nonlinear
bending and buckling problems of some of such structures were
analyzed and the results are presented below.

1.. Circular Plates

A clamped circular plate under a uniform lateral pressure, p,
is considered with the following geometric characteristics: radius
a=20 in; h, = 0025 in; h, =045 in; h = 0.50 in. The plate
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is divided into eight equally spaced elements, and the analysis
is carried out for the following cases.

a) Sandwich construction having the following material
properties: E, = E = 107 psi; G, = 1500 psi; v, = 0.25. Further-
more, the core is assumed soft in the face parallel direction,
and the shear deformations of the facings are neglected by
assigning: E, = 0; G, = 10'° psi.

b) Homogeneous constructlon with the following material
properties: E, = E, = E = 107 psi; v, = v, = 0.30. To minimize
the shear deformatlons it is assumed that: G, = G, = 10'° psi.

The results of these analyses are shown in Flgs 4 and 5 with
circles. Figure 4 shows the normalized load-center deflection of
the above plates. With the material properties assumed, these
results can be compared with the nonlinear solutions of Way!°
for the homogeneous plate, and with that of Smith'* for the
sandwich plate. This comparison shows a close agreement
between the present results and the above analytical solutions.
It is of interest to note that the range of deflections for which
the linear theory is applicable is of the order of one-half plate
thickness for the homogeneous plate, and composite thickness
for the sandwich plate.

The accuracy of the finite element analysis is further assessed
in Fig. 5. In this figure, the variations of edge moment and
in-plane force, in the radial direction, are shown as a function
of applied pressure for the homogeneous plate. As shown, the
agreement between the finite element results and the analytical
solution of Ref. 10 is quite satisfactory. For the sandwich plate,
the corresponding results are not shown, as no analytical solution
was available.

The number of load increments used in obtaining the foregoing
results was 44 for Sec. a and 21 for Sec. b. The computer time
per element per load increment was 0.84 sec (cp).§

2. Symmetrical Buckling of a Shallow Spherical Shell

Theoretical studies of the buckling problem of spherical caps
have received considerable attention in the past decade. As a

2 P l
Lor
a
W
& 12 ¢
=
S
- N, (r=a}
10
M, (r=q)
8-
LINEAR
6
2 ~—— REF(10)
] FINITE ELEMENT
2
0 g T T T T T
o .2 4 6 8 1.0

( A*/t*EIM,, (0?/h3E)N,

Fig. 5 Edge moment and in-plane force of the homogeneous circular
plate.

f Central Processor, CDC 6400, University of California Computer
Center, Berkeley, Calif.
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Fig. 6 Symmetrical buckling of a homogeneous cap.

result of these investigations, a geometric parameter has been
devised to predict the buckling behavior of these structures.
Weinitschke!?1? has defined this parameter as u? = m*(R/h)x>,
where R is the radius of middle surface, « is the semiangle of
shell opening, h is the thickness, and m?* = [12(1—v*)]*/?, in
which v is the Poisson’s ratio. In the case of homogeneous
simply supported spherical shell under uniform lateral pressure,
it has been shown that'3: a) The buckling is associated with a
symmetrical mode (snap-through phenomenon) when 22 <
U = 4; b) the buckling is associated with an asymmetrical mode
(bifurcation phenomenon) when u > 4.

Asymmetrical buckling of axisymmetric shells cannot be in-
vestigated with the present formulation. Therefore, to show the
application of the method to buckling and postbuckling problem
of axisymmetrical shells, a spherical cap of type a is considered.
It has the following characteristics: h, = 0.01 in; h, = 0.08 in;
h=0.10 in; R =50 in.; o =4.48°. In order to compare the
results with the analytical solutions reported in Ref. 12, a
homogeneous construction is assumed. Hence, for all layers:
E =107 psi; G = 4 x 10° psi; and v = 1/3. Furthermore, the cap
is simply supported and is under uniform lateral pressure p.
For this cap p?=10; therefore the shell should buckle
symmetrically.

For the analysis of this shell, ten elements and 52 load
increments were used. For postbuckling analysis, the structure
was augmented using fictitious elastic spring of ¢ = 10,000 Ib/in.

The results of this analysis is shown in Fig. 6. The load
parameter p, in this figure, is defined as p = (u>m?/4E)R/h)*p.
Weinitschke, using a power series method, has solved this
problem.!? His result is also shown in the figure. The agreement
between the two solutions, except at the lower critical load, is
good. :

The computer solution time for this problem was 0.9 sec
{cp) per element per increment. This indicates less than 8%
increase over the previous examples. The extra effort required
by the augmentation process, accounts for this increase.

3. Elastic-Plastic Buckling of a Sandwich Cap

The sandwich cap shown in Fig. 7 is made of honeycomb
core and identical aluminum face sheets. Its geometrical and
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material characteristics are: h, = 0.0076 in, h =0.125 in,
R =19.68in,a=200in, E, = 1035 x 10° psi, G, = 3.98 x 10°
psi, v, = 0.3, E, = 60,000 psi, G, = 26,000 psi, v, = 0.154, and in
the plastic range, o, = 15,000 psi and E, = 1.485 x 10° psi which
are, respectively, the average yield stress and tangent modulus
of the face sheets.

Using nine elements, the elastic (assuming fixed supports),
and elastic-plastic (assuming both fixed and simple supports)
buckling behavior of this cap was analyzed under a uniform
external pressure p. The finite element results are shown in
Fig. 7. Also shown are the Lin’s'* experimental buckling load
and the predicted buckling loads using Yao’s'® linear eigenvalue
solution. For the latter, two values are shown. The one designated
as elastic is obtained using elastic moduli. The other predicted
value is obtained using the following reduced modulus for the
facings

E ,=2E EJE+E;)=26x 106 psi

In Fig. 7 all the results are normalized with respect to Yao’s
reduced modulus solution of P, = 33.5 psi and the composite
thickness of the cap, ie., h = h,+2h, Comparing the finite
element solutions with the above experimental and predicted
buckling loads indicates a good correlation between the elastic-
plastic finite element results and those of Lin’s experimental and
Yao’s reduced modulus theory. Also, the locations of the buckles
which according to finite element solutions occurred at the
radial distances of 0.69a and 0.80a from the centerline (see
Fig. 7) are in qualitative agreement with Lin’s observation.'*

Summary and Conclusions

An incremental displacement formulation has been presented
for the nonlinear analysis of axisymmetric sandwich shells. Both
geometric and material nonlinearities are considered. That is,
large displacements, as a result of finite rotations, and plastic
deformations of the facings are included in the present analysis.
The sandwich construction considered has similar facings and
isotropic material properties. Shear deformations, extensional,
and flexural stiffnesses of all three layers are taken into account.
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Fig. 7 Elastic-plastic buckling of a sandwich cap.
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The discrete model is obtained using a doubly curved ring
element. An incremental variational form, based on a moving
reference configuration, has been used to derive the element
equilibrium equations. These equations contain a load correction
term which improves the accuracy and convergence. Incremental
Lagrangian forms of stress-strain and strain-displacement rela-
tions, subject to the assumptions of finite rotations but in-
finitesimal strains, have been utilized in these derivations.

Perhaps the most significant aspect of the present nonlinear
analysis is its capability to analyze buckling and postbuckling
problems. For the latter, an augmentation scheme "has been
utilized which results in a positive definite stifiness matrix in the
descending branch of the load-deflection curve. This technique
proved to be quite effective in the solution of such problems.
The extra computational-effort required, it is felt, is outweighed
by its usefuiness.

Several numerical examples have been worked out to illustrate
the applications of the method to nonlinear bending and buckling
problems of axisymmetric plates and shells. In the elastic range,
structures with both homogeneous and sandwich construction
were analyzed; but in the plastic range, only sandwich shells
with soft core and thin facings were considered. The results
compare favorably with the analytical and experimental data
available in the literature.

Appendix A : Strain-Displacement Relations for
Axisymmetric Monocoque Shells

The nonlinear incremental strain-displacement relations
including the effects of transverse shear deformations of an
axisymmetric monocoque shell with axisymmetric deformations
are derived subject to the following assumptions. 1) The shell
is thin, ie., the ratios of the thickness to the principal radii
of curvature are small compared to unity. 2) The shell reference
surface bisects the thickness. 3) In-plane strains and displace-
ments vary linearly across the thickness. Transverse shear strains
are constant across the thickness. 4) The normal strain in
transverse direction is neglected. 5) The triple products of the
linear components of strains, rotations, and their derivatives are
negligible.

Following Novozhilov’s approach,'S the following axi-
symmetric displacement field is assumed :

(g, ) = u(oy)+ CBy) (Ala)

Wy, ) = wOery)+ (b (2y) (Alb)
where u and w are, respectively, the meridional and normal
(radial) components of the incremental displacement vector of
any point in the shell proper; u° and w° are the displacement
components of a point in middle surface; { is a normal co-
ordinate line with its origin in the middle surface; and § (rotation
of the normal to the middle surface) and  are introduced to
give a linear variation of displacements across the thickness.
Note that assumption 4, which will be imposed later, is not
satisfied by the Eq. (A1b).

The nonlinear strain-displacement relations are obtained
using!®

&= eij+%(eki_U)ki)(ekj_(')kj) (A2)
where in the case of thin shells of revolution with the displace-
ment field (A1).

By
€11 =€y +L< % +I€>
1

¢ .
€3 = ezzo‘f‘;(ﬁCOS(lS‘H// sin ¢) (A3a-e)
¢3=¢;,=0

(B—x)+i[ex/es—B/R,]

are the linear components of the strain tensors, and
=203 = {(B+)—Y/Cs—B/RY) (A3f)
is the only nonzero rotation tensor.

3=V,
2e,3 =25, =

2m3, =
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Here
e, = ul/es+wo/R,
€3,° = (1/r)(u® cos ¢+ w? sin ¢)

are the linear components of the middle surface strains in
meridional and hoop directions, respectively

x = u’/R,—én®/os (Adc)
is the rotation of the tangent to the middle surface;
ds =R, d¢; r=R,sin¢; R, and R, are the principal radii of
curvature; s and ¢ are, respectlvely, the' arc length and the
coordinate angle in the meridional direction.

By 1nvok1ng assumption 4, Egs. (A2) and (A3) yield
£33 = 3B+ Y(1+y/2) = 0. Therefore
¥ = =3B+~ -3 (A5)
where 1//2 is neglected in comparison to unity.
Substituting Egs. (A3) and (A5) into (A2), and lntroducmg
assumptions 3 and S results in
€11 = ¢y “*E"n )31+ [EBEs) 1+ ey, ) +
(B/R)(x—1P)]
822 = €22°(1+3€5,%) +
(B/2)sin ¢]
2613 = 265, = Bll+e,, )=y e33=6,=8,3=0
which are the required nonlinear incremental strain-displacement
relations.

(Ada-b)

(CB/r)[cos p(1+¢,,%) — (A6a—d)

Appendix B: Elastic-Plastic Constitutive Relations

Assuming - infinitesimal deformations (strains), but finite
rotations, the 1ncremental strain, ;= c - a . can be decom-
posed into elastic, &, and plastlc, s components ie.

&= +8 (B1)
Note that in terms of three dlmenswnal Cartesian tensors
= M=), /02) 3]
and
%y = MOZ,/02)(0Z,,)02)— 5,]]
where Z;, z; and Z; are, respectively, the Cartesian coordinates
of a material point of a body in its undeformed and deformed
configurations C, and C,. Therefore, the relation between the

incremental strain §; and the ome used in the text, ¢;
3(0Z,,/02)(0Z,,/0z;)— ], can be expressed as

&.=1L..¢ (B2a)

ij ijmn“mn

where
L, —(“/5)(—/&) (B2b)

ijmn
The elastic component, &%, is related to the incremental
stresses through theé elastic materlal law, 7 ie.,

s, =E, & (B3)

[V} iymn “mn
where E, . is the rigidity tensor; s, = °S,,,— '5,,, is the incre-
ment of the Piola stress tensor defined in terms of the unit area
and coordinates of the undeformed configuration. The following
relation holds between 5;; and the incremental stress tensor s;;

which is used in the text?

= I LS J = det(02/02) (B4)

The plastlc increment of strain is derived using von Mises
yield function and its associated flow rule, i.e.,

F=[3";'"]"—k('e,)=0 (B5)

",j = ACF/! 5 (B6)

Here F is the yield function based on isotropic hardening law

in which k is a measure of strain hardening and is a function
of equivalent plastic strain, i.e.,

FE
if ,
g F =j‘ e,
0

lt” ;=30 1T, Is the Cauchy deviatoric stress tensor and

/ 1s a nonzero scalar given by*

= [%dlgijp dlﬁijP]l/Z (B7)
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J= S (B8)
/ dle,l 6 S
where it is assumed that §,,, ~ d1 S .
Using Eq. (B5) and the relation i1, = J~ YLy S the above
derivatives can be expressed as
oF 3,
=P 5 BYa
algi}_ 26 tjmn ( )
CF ck H'
e T (B9b
clef e ,P e )
where 6= [g 't,;',;]"? is the equivalent stress; P”m,l =
z(qlmq;n 3q|/qmn) q: - 2 8 +()z > H’ = (O'/( 8

Ep/t1—p); p=E/JE, and E and E, are the elastic and tangent
moduli, respectively.

Using Egs. (B1, B3, and B6) together with Eqgs. (B8) and
(B9) the following elastic-plastic constitutive relation is obtained.

gij = Cijmn émn : (BlO)
where
Ci.fm" = El/mn (I/I)B”m" (Blla)

By = 4, fonm+ 2207 0,8 i+ 230 f; S n+ fonS)  (BL1D)

and

f (3/20—) ijmn gmn’ _f;l
= 2ufy fut+ AP+ (H'/5)'5 Vs fp m= E/[2(1+v)]
Zo=2vu/(1—2v)
and v is the Poisson’s ratio.
Using the relations (B2) and (B4), Eq. (B10) can be trans-
formed in terms of the incremental stresses/strains used in this
paper, i.e.,

..—J“‘L C

ijmn >~ mnkl klrlsr! (Blz)

The above constitutive relations remain invariant in an
orthogonal curvilinear coordinate system, provided that the
Cartesian tensors are replaced by their respective physical

components.
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